
Coalition Members:

Ventura County Agricultural Assn.

Ventura County Farm Bureau

Western Growers

California Avocado Commission

California Strawberry Commission

Ventura County Economic
Development Association

Association of Water Agencies
of Ventura County

United Water Conservation District

Supervisor Jolm Flynn, 5thDistrict -
Ventura County

A.A. Naumann, Inc.

Camulos Ranch Company

Oxnard Lemon Company

Somis Pacific Agricultural Mgmt.

Saticoy Lemon Association

Limoneira

Ventura Pacific Company

Calavo Growers

Sunrise Growers

Catalinos Berry Farms

D.W. Berry Farms

Iwamoto-Gean Strawberry Farms

Anacapa Berry Farms

Westview Berry Farms

Pacifico Berry Farms

Mugu Ranch Partnership

Conroy Farms

Mandalay Berry Farms

Pac-Man General Partnership

Montalvo Farms

Festival Farms

Gull Island Farms

Dullam Nursery

Ventura County Agrjcultural Water Quality Coalition
916 W. Ventura Boulevard

Camarillo, California 93010
(805) 388-2727 · (805) 388-2767 Fax

www.vcawqc.or~

January 22, 2008

Moore Iacofano Goltsman, Inc. (MIG)
815 SW 2nd Avenue, Suite 200
Portland, Oregon 97204

RE: Compli~nce Averaging Period for Chloride Threshold
Guidelines in Avocado

The Ventura County Agricultural Water Quality Coalition (Coalition) is
writing this letter to express its view on the issue of the compliance
averaging period for chloride threshold guidelines for avocados. The
analysis by NewFields and the proposed 3-month averaging period was
based predominantly on the Literature Review Evaluation (LRE) findings.
There are other key factors which should be considered in order to
establish a truly appropriate compliance averaging period for chloride that
would be protective of avocado and other chloride-sensitive crops in the
USCR. One crucial consideration is that of the Alternative Water

Resources Management Project. The fluctuation in chloride concentration
in the Upper Santa Clara River (USCR) will be influenced by the blending
strategy and operation. Variation of chloride in the surface water, in turn,
influences distribution of chloride in the groundwater (main source of
irrigation water). Therefore, the interaction between surface and
groundwater and the behavior of chloride should also be considered when
determining the most appropriate compliance averaging period.

Alternative Water Resources Management Project Should Be
Considered

The Alternative Water Resources Management Project is supported by
many stakeholders and appears to be an encouraging alternative to achieve
the water quality objective within a shorter time frame than expected.
While many details still have to be worked out, the project's influence on
chloride concentration and pattern should be considered.

The most appropriate averaging period should consider:
. What blending strategy and operation will be implemented; and
. How will this blending strategy affect chloride concentration in

the surface water and in the groundwater?




