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June 14, 2006

California Regional Water Quality Control Board
Los Angeles Region

320 West 4™ Street, Suite 200

Los Angeles, California 90013

ATTN: Yanjie Chu
Dear Mr. Chu:

The Ventura County Agricultural Water Quality Coalition (Coalition) is
writing this letter in response to the proposed amendment to revise the
Upper Santa Clara River (USCR) Chloride TMDL Implementation Plan.
The Coalition agrees with the recommendations of the Regional Board staff
to support Alternative 4.

The Coalition is in favor of Alternative 4 to take the following actions:

. Revise the TMDL schedule according to findings obtained from the
Literature Review Evaluation (LRE) study and the Groundwater
and Surface Water Interaction Model (GSWI) study

. Establish implementation milestones

. Accelerate the overall TMDL schedule from 13 to 10 years.

The decision to carry out these actions proposed in Alternative 4 will
positively impact the agricultural stakeholders. The triggering of TMDL
implementation tasks based on the results from the LRE and GSWI studies
would mean that implementation tasks can be tailored towards attaining a
chloride Site Specific Objective (SSO) in the USCR. By also including
implementation milestones, task objectives and deliverables will be made
clear. The Coalition also strongly supports the acceleration of the TMDL
schedule from 13 to 10 years because it will help establish the Water
Quality Objective (WQO) for chloride sooner than first anticipated by three
years. This will in turn speed up the initiation of the advanced treatment
of WRP effluent which is much needed to improve the effluent chloride
concentration to meet WQO. Implementation of advanced treatment will
benefit the health of the USCR, groundwater, and production of salt-
sensitive crops in the USCR watershed.

One of the Coalition’s main concerns is the increase in salt loading due to
population growth that may cause further degradation to USCR. The






